
Getting a Tech Job:
Portfolios

by Thomas Galligan



- Projects - show off your personal projects

- Experience - show that not only through your projects, you’ve had experience 

with X, Y and Z.

- Numeric attributes - where possible, try and give a statement numeric or 

quantitative proof - i.e. Improved build time by 20%

- Interests - have you volunteered or actively participate in something? Do you like 

to involve yourself in a specific tech stack e.g. backend written in Go?

- Skills - make a list of programming languages and technologies you know, and 

reference them in your experience and interests where you put those skills to the 

test.

What does your portfolio need?



What different elements make up 
your portfolio?

- GitHub

-   LinkedIn

- Resume/CV

- Personal Website

- Hosted web projects



GitHub
- Git is a version control system ( track code changes over time ). Over 94% of 

professional developers use git, making it a skill you need to know.

- GitHub is the biggest website that provides git access control and other 
features.

- It is a widely-used and widely-known technology, and you can use it to show off 
your skills in tech.



What should you have on GitHub
- Show off your personal projects

- Maybe some college assignments if you need to add something and are happy 

with the code you wrote.

- Coding stats - more on this later



What to keep in mind when showing 
a personal project?

- Make sure to give every project a proper name and a README
- A README is a text/markdown file that is shown to someone viewing the  project

- It should include a good description of the project and how it was made, and how to run it, if 

possible

- If it is web-based, try and host it (either on Netsoc Cloud or another cloud 

service provider) and provide a link to preview it. For static websites, GitHub 

Pages are almost always your best bet.

- You can set up GitHub Actions to build / generate project artefacts and maybe 

build a docker image for your project.



What else could you have there

- Track your coding stats using https://wakatime.com 
(free) for instance

- Link your socials
- Track open source contributions

https://wakatime.com




What needs to be on your LinkedIn profile?

- Professional profile photo.
- Contact information (website, blog etc).
- A good, concise title.
- Professional experience - work placement etc. 
- Relevant skills - take a skill quiz on LinkedIn if you want (p.s. 

They can be deceptively difficult).



To be quite honest, there’s not a whole lot of creativity that 
you can incorporate into you LinkedIn profile…



Resume / CV

- This is what will often get you through the first stage of an application 
process, a recruiter looks at your cv, and if they like the cut of your jib, you 
may move on to the next step.

- This will contain pretty much everything relevant that a recruiter may want to 
know about you. 

- KEEP IT TO ONE PAGE. No recruiter / hiring manager / developer wants to 
read your boring cv.

- Make it stand out to your competition, all using the same boring Google Docs 
template.



Here’s how mine looks (using https://flowcv.io - free)

https://flowcv.io


Wait, didn’t I see this slide before?

- Projects - show off your personal projects

- Experience - show that outside of your existing projects, you’ve gone above and 

beyond.

- Notable achievements - did you win a competition? Did you take part in a 

hackathon hosted in February 2023 hosted by Netsoc & WiSTEM, sponsored by 

Cadence™.

- Interests - have you volunteered or actively participate in something? Do you like 

to involve yourself in a specific tech stack example backend with Go?

- Skills - make a list of programming languages and technologies you know, and 

reference them in your experience and interests where you put those skills to the 

test.



Personal Website
- A personal website can really show that you put effort into your work.

- It’s really important that the website is mobile-optimized, as many people using 

the web. Perhaps a completely different layout than for desktop.

- Use SEO to have your website rank well in search results → look up Opengraph 

Meta Tags.

- Keep the web design as simple as possible, least amount of JavaScript as 

possible – Reject JavaScript, embrace basic HTML & CSS. Less is often more.

- Optimize your website to be accessible globally by using a CDN (Content 

Distribution Network), like GitHub (automated through GitHub Pages).

- Test the performance and page load in Chrome by going to dev tools and going 

into the Lighthouse tab



We want this

Don’t want this



This is what 
JavaScript does 

to a mf



This is what no 
JavaScript does 

to a mf



Hosted Projects

Any project you can host online, is an opportunity to show off. 

So do it.

Now.




